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The Department of Economics, Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy organized a 

“National Symposium on Challenges and Opportunities for Farmers in India” in 

collaboration with AKI’s Poona College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune, 

Maharashtra on 23rd December 2020 at pm through Zoom Meeting Online 

platform. The symposium was organised with the aim to attract the young minds 

of India to the economic activity of agriculture. The challenges faced by the farmers 

are ` 

Prof. Dr. Aftab Anwar Shaikh, Principal, AKI’s Poona College of Arts, Science and 

Commerce, Pune, Maharashtra welcomed the gathering. Dr. Chacko Jose P, 

Associate Professor and Head, Department of Economics, Sacred Heart College, 

Chalakudy, Kerala, introduced the theme and relevance of the symposium on 

challenges and opportunities for farmers in India.  

Dr. Chacko Jose P, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Economics, Sacred 

Heart College, Chalakudy introduced the first guest speaker Dr. Rajesh K, Assistant 

Professor, School of Management and Entrepreneurship, Kerala University of 

Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS), Kerala. He spoke on the topic ‘Farmers’ Story 

in India’. Mr. Nijil Jacobi, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Sacred 



 

 

Heart College, Chalakudy introduced the second guest speaker of the day Mr. Rajat 

Mehrotra, Deputy HOD & Assistant Professor, Faculty of Commerce and Business 

Management, Amrapali Group of Institutes, Haldwani, Uttarakhand. He spoke on 

the topic ‘Credit facilities to farmers and Problems faced by them’. 

Dr. Ana Mateen, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, AKI’s Poona 

College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune, Maharashtra introduced the Keynote 

Speaker. The keynote address was delivered by Dr. R. S. Deshpande, Former 

Director & Honorary Visiting Professor, Institute for Social and Economic Change 

(ISEC), Bangalore. He spoke on the topic ‘Farmer: Challenges and Opportunities’.  

Dr. Shirley Jose K, Associate Professor, Department of Economics and IQAC 

Coordinator, Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy proposed the vote of thanks. Dr. Ana 

Mateen, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, AKI’s Poona College of 

Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune, Maharashtra was the rapporteur of the 

programme.  

Dr. Chacko Jose P, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Economics, Sacred 

Heart College, Chalakudy was the programme Convenor. Shirley Jose K, Associate 

Professor, Department of Economics, Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy was the 

Organizing Secretary. Mr. Nijil Jacobi, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Economics, Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy and Dr. Ana Mateen, Assistant 

Professor, Department of Economics, AKI’s Poona College of Arts, Science and 

Commerce, Pune, Maharashtra were the programme coordinators. 

YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/XxlD9g7K7uQ 

 

https://youtu.be/XxlD9g7K7uQ


https://forms.gle/kMDWa3Wf9JYoptJd8
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Theme: Issues of Farmers, Credit Schemes Available for Farmers, Agriculture 

Marketing & Rural Indebtedness   

Wednesday, 23
rd

 December, 2020 at 2.00 pm (IST)  

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE  

(Timing:  02.00 pm to 04.00 pm (IST)) 

 
 

Time 

Time 

Allowed  

in Minutes 

Details 

1.45 pm to 2.00 pm 15 Joining of the participants through zoom 

2.00 pm to 2.05 pm 05 

Welcome & Presidential Address 

PROF. DR. AFTAB ANWAR SHAIKH 

Principal,  

AKI’s Poona College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune, 

Maharashtra. 

2.05 pm to 2.10 pm 05 

Theme of the webinar 

DR. CHACKO JOSE P 

Associate Professor and Head, 

Department of Economics, 

Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy, Kerala. 

2.10 pm to 2.15 pm 05 Introduction of the Chief Guest 

2.15 pm to 2.40 pm 25 

Guest Speaker  

DR. RAJESH K 

MA , NET & Ph.D.  (Economics) 

Assistant Professor,  

School of Management and Entrepreneurship, 

Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS), 
Kerala 

2.40 pm to 2.45 pm 05 Question and Answer Session 

2.45 pm to 2.50 pm 05 Introduction of the Chief Guest 
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2.50 pm to 3.10 pm 20 

Guest Speaker  

MR. RAJAT MEHROTRA 

BBA, MBA Finance 

Deputy HOD & Assistant Professor,  

Faculty of Commerce and Business Management, Amrapali 
Group of Institutes, Haldwani, Uttarakhand 

3.10 pm to 3.15 pm 05 Question and Answer Session 

3.15 pm to 3.20 pm 05 Introduction of the Chief Guest 

3.20 pm to 3.50 pm 30 

Keynote Speaker/ Key Address  

Dr. R. S. DESHPANDE 

B.Sc., M.A. Economics, Ph.D. Economics 

Former Director & Honorary Visiting Professor,  

Institute for Social and Economic Change (ISEC), 
Bangalore 

3.50 pm to 3.55 pm 5 Question and Answer Session 

3.55 pm to 4.00 pm 5 

Vote of Thanks 

DR. SHIRLEY JOSE K 

Associate Professor of Economics & IQAC Coordinator, 

Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy, Kerala 

 

Program Coordinators:   

 

DR. ANA MATEEN 

 

MR. NIJIL JACOBI 
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Dr. Ana Mateen, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, AKI’s Poona 

College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Pune, Maharashtra introduces the 

Keynote Speaker. 

 



 

Dr. R. S. Deshpande, Former Director & Honorary Visiting Professor, Institute for 

Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore speaks on ‘Farmer: Challenges and 

opportunities’. 

 



Dr. Chacko Jose P, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Economics, 

Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy introduces the first guest speaker Dr. Rajesh K, 

Assistant Professor, School of Management and Entrepreneurship, Kerala 

University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS), Kerala. 

 
Dr. Rajesh K, Assistant Professor, School of Management and Entrepreneurship, 

Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS), Kerala speaks on the 

topic ‘Farmers’ Story in India’. 

 



Mr. Nijil Jacobi, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Sacred Heart 

College, Chalakudy introduces the second guest speaker of the day Mr. Rajat 

Mehrotra, Deputy HOD & Assistant Professor, Faculty of Commerce and Business 

Management, Amrapali Group of Institutes, Haldwani, Uttarakhand. 

 
Mr. Rajat Mehrotra, Deputy HOD & Assistant Professor, Faculty of Commerce and 

Business Management, Amrapali Group of Institutes, Haldwani, Uttarakhand 

speaks on the topic ‘Credit facilities to farmers and Problems faced by them’. 
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