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professionals of various specializations who are increasingly being sought after in today's
employment scenario. It also blurs the boundaries between diverse academic disciplines thereby
ensuring profound and multifarious research inquiries.

Key Words: Literary Research, epistemological, English studies, textual analysis, discourse

analysis, visual methodologies, archival methods, cthnographic methods, ICT methods, multi-
disciplinary, Arts and Humanities, specializations, scenario

The concept of research me
English studies in the olden time
a remote concept at le
studies wer

thods was not widely and broadly deliberated and discussed in
s. What was research methods associated with English studies \Yﬂs
ast even during the 1980s. The only outlets available to research in E"ghSl:.
> a briel introduction to the vagaries and whimsies of {he library. The whole process 0
conducting research in English studies was unknown owing to a lack of specific guidelmcf
rcg.a.rding the same. In other words, there was g marked non-visibility and continued absence 0(
Writing on !'cscm‘ch methods in certain humanities subjects including English. IIiS"“'iC“H,y’.ni
much attention wag paid to the issye of research lrnininé methods. Neither have a few disciplin®

like the A ¢ iti i o
o Arts ‘(md Humanities made it g subject matter of serious and in-depth contcnmlallolﬁ and
SeNSe was pive ¢ ‘ L ! -
i given (o (he knowledge about the process of conducting research in e A
It S

es also on how you did m

ﬂhnvc- —_ o . . anitics
o |‘mlcnlmncd Systemic absence of research methods in certain humanitt y
sh fuelle e . i el
elled the urgeny heed for lively, useful and enriching academic disct
) \\
Assistay
" Profe
Indi SSor Department of

branches anc
s and ioht i

R ¢ ight influence the outcome. et
The st
ncluding

ons an

i Keralt
Sacr ) . Thrissurs
nglish Sacred Hegy ¢ ollege, Chalakudy, Thri



Mapping the Art
is/ and Landscape of Literary Research

Supponive inputs 'm thlzt;(fj:grzriaﬂ]ns reahzallion triggered off many intensive and productive
Jiscussions about Integr . .rc1 methods in the Humanities and Social Sciences. However
ith more an(.j |n9re attention palq to resee'lrch'melhods in the Humanities and Social Sciences§
esearch training in thes..e fields of academlc disciplines is ever on the move and is undergoing:
signiﬁcam changes. During the second half of the 1990s, when the problem of research traiﬁing
was seriously thought of, many converged on the idea that research methods were what you asked

other people 10 deliver to your students mainly in the form of a basic library intro and basic
computing skills.

The commonsensical tradition that was much in vogue upheld the idea that research
methods and skills were divorced from the academic inquiry into the subject and that it was their---
both librarians' and computer technicians'---job to deliver any relevant training. At the same time,
many active researchers associated with the Arts and Humanities wing employ and make use of
many a research method to produce their distinct and unique academic contributions to the field of
research. Nevertheless, they have remained non-articulate and mute about what is the modus
operandi implemented by them so as to achieve the desired outcome. A series of responses to and
corresponding views advocating research methods in English or be it any subject belonging to Arts
and Humanities stream for that matter, are that research methods cannot be taught but are picked
up by doing research. Such a view is clearly suggestive and reflective of the research environment
that places stress and emphasis on learning by doing.In essence, research methods are something
that gradually evolve and take shape in the due course of research. This kind of an observation
suggests the marked absence of a significant history in lack of providing and discussing research
training methods to be made use of in the Arts and Humanities research areas. However, a point to
be noted is that unlike research degrees in the Social Sciences, PhDs in English do not require a
methodology section but are carefully and deliberately incorporated for the sake of fulfilling and
filling up different subheads that constitute a research proposal. This situation underwent a
dramatic and paradigm shift with the turn of the century. Rejuvenation happened in the field of
Arts and Humanities research methods with the publication of a timely report on Postgraduate
Training in Research Methods: Current Practice and Future Needs in English (2003).However,
further resurgence of innovations in these fields of study came to be conceived of as part of the
initiatives of AHRB (Arts and Humanities Research Board) that acknowledged, identified and
necessitated the need to nurture research cultures and encourage best practices in research training.
It also foregrounded the immediate and instant need for advocating research methods as part of
research training; also as a part of undertaking their research. Such an initiative spearheaded by
AHRB conceived of a meta-discourse that is made eligible to communicate knowledgeably in the
subject chosen and also explicitly and necessarily answers questions like how we do, what we do
and why we do as part of learning about research methods. The board also promotes the view that
training in research skills and techniques is an important step taken by research scholars; is the key
element in the development of a research student.Thus, the notion much currently in vogue is the
requirement to integrate and encapsulate proper research training in Arts and Humanities stream. A
further noticeable fact is that humanities research in general and English studies in particular
require and demand different kinds of research skills. A common method of instruction in this
context, proves false, mismatching and ineffective. There is a limit to what you can 'teach ina
group and combined way. The specific skills that are needed by an mdi'vidual s B particular. The
skills each individual acquire are part of the actual research work. It is lmpOSSI.ble to separate skills
from actual research work. Both are inseparable entities as a lot of those skll!s are.learnt on the
job; while carrying out the actual research work.As such, taking into grave consideration the nature
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Research skills, methods and methodologies are interdependent and are helpful and useful
in understanding different aspects of the research process and are also equally important and

mandatory for the successful completion of a perfectly valid research project. These three together-
--research skills, methods and methodologies---will alone gauge and determine the focus and

outcome of a research project. Research skills are techniques used for handling material. The skl
sets include dissertation skills

(how to construct, frame and structure sentences in a piece of
writing), IT skills (use of advan

! € computer technologies in addition to many other uses), skills 7
libraries (search for various info), b

rart ibliographical skills (sources used as the basis for researchh
editorial skills (the ability to edit and
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writing as a research method is an important element within English departments as it aids the
generation, invention, discovery and creation of different insightful ideas. With the proliferation of

the field of creative arts and other arenas like music, dance, film, fine arts, video and digital works,
the popularity of creative writing as a research method is ever on the increase. Creative writing
constitutes an effective research method as it explores the ways in which writing skills may be
used as a means of materializing varied subject matters. It is also a kind of research one makes into

the nature of literary form and language. In other words, creative writing, may be considered as a
metanarrative about the whole research process.

Although visual signs are part and parcel of our cultural world, visual methods are also not
much discussed in English studies. These methods, with the genre and format of graphic narratives
as typical examples, produce a rich visual world that forms an integral aspect of literature.
Semiology and discourse analysis, as approaches, also help researchers in further decoding the
complexity of visual signs. These kinds of approaches invite attention to diverse aspects of visual
images and thus suggest new avenues of research for English studies. It is to be noted that visual
images do not only accompany texts, but texts too accompany visual images as in case of captions
to photographs, textual accompaniments to images in books and so on. This interplay between text
and image is an area of research that deserve yet another focus of attention in English studies
research. Textual analysis method is all about close readings of cultural artefacts. A background
research into the context of the cultural artefacts under scrutiny, the context of its production, its
thematic concern and its consumption are given due focus and emphasis in this method. The
process of meaning-making which is differently understood in different histor'ical‘ eralls and by
different historians is also a key factor in undertaking textual analyses. Interviewing is also. an
effective research method in English studies research. However, it requires a series of.practlcal
skills, a fair understanding of the different kinds of interview one might Cf)nduct, all possible ways
of conducting interviews et cetera are also explored by researchers. Interview cannot be ]a?elled as
a stand-alone method as it often combines with other research methlods and forms. a cenhali plank
of many a research process. Ethnographic research methods m.form a variety of literary

: , zaid] f English studies. These methods may be
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means of conveying se:ts.ts Judiences production and consumption of texts and s, on. I l‘ll o
displaying info a?oul terh! studies is a recently emergent phenomenon.. Nevertheless’ itis ¢ alsa
research metth‘od in En,ghlers associated with the fields of textual analysis and linguistics_ aned
s Specm'hSt reS‘jjmcdvancements in the field of technology and advent of mgp, ang i
scientific strides an' :hardwal‘ea enhanced opportunities for researchers in literary Stude, Org
computer software (?n ’ d other texts. This kind of research method discusses Varioyg Wy i
ensured to work on literary an d analyze literary texts. How computers as a mediyp, ch "
which ICT has been u§ed to §t0r6|3:d in creating digital archives of manuscript sources, lite:n -
our relations 10 texts, Sue 1S ilities of collaborative research are also possib]e areaasw;re"

digitization projects and the possib "
exploration while pursuing ICT as a research method.
The current article may be considered as an attempt to engage and showcase differem

research methods in English studies that are relevant to be pursued by r'esearch Studeng
researchers and research methods teachers in this era of accentuated and helghtene.d research
activities. This kind of analysis, non-conclusive in itself, undersc.ores the fa.cl that in addition to the
above mentioned research methods; there are also other poss.lble ar.1q viable a.ureas of resegr
practices yet to be explored by the research aspirants. A detailed crmc'a.] scrutiny of the abgye
enlisted research methods in English studies, may tend one to evolve a critical stance that a] these
methods aid a kind of scientisation of humanities and are inappropriate to be pursued by the
humanities community itself. But instead of thinking of stringent research methods exclusively 1y
be followed by those pursuing humanities disciplines only, let research activities be more ang
more dialogic and collaborative across disciplines. This kind of an accommodative approach, thaf
blurs the boundaries and distinctions between different fields of study, may encourage researchers
to think divergently about the kinds of research across a range of disciplinary backgrounds they

might engage in.

References :-
1. Cauvery, R. et al. Research Methodology. S. Chand and Compamy Pvt. Ltd., 2010.
2. Dhingra, Manish. et al. Research Methodology. Enkay Publishing House, 2012.
3. Griffin, Gabriele. editor. Research Methods for English Studies. Rawat Publications, a.2007.
4. Gupta. Mukul. et al. Research Methodology. PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd., 2011.
5. Kothari, C. R., et al. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. Second Revised a Edition. New Age

International Publishers, 2010. .

6. Sadie, William, Postgraduate Training in Research Methods: Current Practice and a Future Needs in English
English Subject Centre, 2003.

7. Sam Daniel, P. et al. Research Methodology. Kalpaz Publications, 2007.

8. Singh, Abhilasha. et al. Research Methodology: Tools, Techniques and Methods. Axis. a. Books (P) Lud.
Production, 2013,

9. Srivastava, Raju. Research Methodology in English Studies. Sublime Publications, 2013.

10. Vijayalakshmi, G. et al. Research Methods: Tips and Techniques. MJP Publishers, 2009.

1L, ;A(/)a;llhman, Nicholas. Your Research Project: Designing and Planning Your Work. Third a. Edition. Sage,

123 e



