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inclusion and an attention to the voices of disabled children continue to dominate in today's floor of
intellectual discussions. Thinking from the standpoint of the disabled children, more focus should be given
to their perspectives, their roles in contesting their day by day lives, and to examine the environments,
affiliations, and structures which formed their understandings and experiences.
The rise and emergence of Disabled Children's Childhood Studies, as a new area of study, is a vital step
taken in the right direction to tackle this grave problem of stigmatization. Disabled Children's Childhood
Studies, of international origin with its roots at UK, is a developing field. It draws heavily upon both
disability studies and childhood studies. It challenges all sorts of everyday exclusionary practices because
of disablism and opens with a positive view of disabled children's childhood. This branch of study seeks to
re-orientate research inquiry, moving away from ‘deficits and lacks,’ to focus, instead, on their ‘hopes,
dreams and aspirations’ of disabled children. Disabled Children's Childhood Studies seeks to do something
different. It ventures to look at the standpoints of disabled children themselves. The focus is on the positive
contributions of disabled children in their everyday worlds. Its attempt is to erase the negative images of
disabled children as promoted by the dominant forces of the social world.
Disabled Children's Childhood Studies places the stress on revisiting and revamping off-putting
assumptions and pre-suppositions on the lives of disabled children and so to promote all children’s
potential. It also offers exciting opportunities to re-orientate, reshape and refashion norms that dominate
children’s lives. It values the contributions of disability studies and childhood studies to disabled children
and young people’s lives. It is an attempt to re-energise and revitalize deliberations and discourses and
destabilizes professionalization, medicalization and pathologization which continue to regulate disabled
children’s everyday lives. It puts forth an ethical research design that prioritizes the voices and experiences
of disabled children at the heart of the inquiry. Thus, Disabled Children's Childhood Studies, as a field of
inquiry, argues for a reorientation of research with disabled children. Re-orientating research to the voices
and concerns of disabled children, is a shift away from generic claims related to disabled children and
professionals’ concerns about issues of impairment and vulnerability to inclusion of disabled children’s
and young people’s experiences. The branch also questions the ethicality of research by foregrounding
nonspecific claims about the lives of all children and yet excluding disabled children.
Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies reflects disabled children’s concerns and instead of posing
questions like ‘What is wrong with you?’ it foregrounds, fundamentally ethical questions like ‘What is
wrong with society?’ and all the more, it hits at ‘What needs to change?’ The relevance of this field of
. inquiry lies in the fact that apart from involving disabled children in research, the basic query is inevitably
linked with what is constructed as the ‘problem’ to be researched upon. It places a special emphasis on the
expertise and insights of the disabled children and their families. It completely negates pejorative practices
of objectifying disabled children and nullifies all sorts of exercises in exploitation. It refutes many a
deliberate attempt to invalidate their existence. The distinctness of this field of study lies in the fact that it
reflects the centrality of disabled children’s voices in disability studies.

Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies with its focus on the experiences of the disabled children
aims to challenge, recognize, investigate and change ableism. It comes down as a gentle reminder to the
othering practices enabled by ableism. It identifies and changes a negative culture generated as part of
ableism and targets to develop a positive all-inclusive culture. It advocates undertaking social action,
participation and recreation in bringing about a positive change in the way societal forces look forward to
disabled children. In essence, the voices and concerns of the child are at the heart of Disabled Children’s
Childhood Studies. At the same time, the voices of the family members and others who care for disabled
children also play an instrumental role in Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies. This paradigm shift
promoted by Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies is in the re-positioning of emotion in research. The
historic preoccupation with normalization is challenged to the core. Alteration of this imposing paradigm
of emotion begins with an aspiration for disabled children and young people and rages against normalcy.
This kind of transformative research reimagines possible future for disabled children and young people.
The lived experiences of disabled children and parents, when given due stress, serve to dispel the notion of
the norm and disapprove the tragedy dynamic of disablism. Disabled Children’s Childhood Studies’ shift
away from the life-limiting, alienating, normalizing, life-threatening and segregating practices represented
by medicalised and psychologised accounts of disabled children’s lives, involves re-orientation of research
so that disabled children and their associates can live life to the fullest. Living life to the fullest, a recently
conceived and developed research project within the burgeoning field of Disabled Children’s Childhood
Studies, envisions new understandings of the hopes, dreams, desires and aspirations of disabled children
and young people with short lives. In living life to the fullest, rather than an aporetic situation, disability
becomes esteemed, lively and future facing through shared responsibility, collectivity and co-productive
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