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Irawadi River

Satara and the Doctrine of Lapse 1848

Now a question arose for the British. If no direct male heir of the body having been left by the deceased, should
a son by adoption, or a collateral member of the family, be permitted to succeed him, or whether the rights and
titles of the principality be declared to be extinct?

"the British Government agreed to cede in perpetual sovereignty to the Rajah of Satarah, his heirs and
successors"

Doctrine of Lapse

The Government is bound in duty, as well as policy, to act on every such occasion with the purest integrity, and in the most scrupulous
observance of good faith. Where even a shadow of doubt can be shown, the claim should at once be abandoned. But where the right to
territory by lapse is clear, the Government is bound to take that which is justly and legally its due, and to extend to that territory the
benefits of our sovereignty, present and prospective. In like manner, while I would not seek to lay down any inflexible rule with respect to
adoption, I hold that, on all occasions, where heirs natural shall fail, the territory should be made to lapse, and adoption should not be
permitted, excepting in those cases in which some strong political reason may render it expedient to depart from this general rule. There
may be conflict of opinion as to the advantage or the propriety of extending our already vast possessions beyond their present limits. No
man can more sincerely deprecate than I do any extension of the frontiers of our territory which can be avoided, or which may not
become indispensably necessary from considerations of our own safety, and of the maintenance of the tranquility of our provinces. But I
cannot conceive it possible for anyone to dispute the policy of taking advantage of every just opportunity which presents itself for
consolidating the territories that already belong to us, by taking possession of States that may lapse in the midst of them ; for thus
getting rid of these petty intervening principalities, which may be made a means of annoyance, but which can never, I venture to think,
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be a source of strength, for adding to the resources of the public Treasury, and for extending the uniform application of our system of
government to those whose best interests we sincerely believe will be promoted thereby. Such is the general principle that, in our humble
opinion, ought to guide the conduct of the British Government in its disposal of independent States, where there has been a total failure
of heirs whatsoever, or where permission is asked to continue by adoption a succession which fails in the natural line."

Satara was annexed in 1848

Annexation of Jhansi 1854

Manu Laxmi Bai
after marriage.

That stroke of the pen converted the lady, of so high a character and so much respected, into a veritable tigress
so far as the English were concerned. For them, thereafter, Laxmibai would have no mercy. There is reason to
believe that she entered into negotiations conspirators of the explosion that had to take place in 1857.
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Wajid Ali Shah

prosperity of the subjects
Awadh

February 1856 via a proclamation

Other notes about Lord Dalhousie

Fredrick J Halliday
provisions of Charter act of 1853

Wood’s Dispatch of 1854.

Wood’s Despatch of 1854

Magnacarta of English Education
Education Departments
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Lord Canning Era 

Arrival of Lord Canning 1856

Causes of Revolt of 1857

Pathetic Socioeconomic Condition:

Widows Remarriage Act was introduced by Lord Dalhousie approved by Lord Canning
in 1856. Regulation XVII

Problems of Land Revenue:

Inam commission



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

16

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

Destruction of Economy:

Low position in Administration:

Doctrine of Lapse:

Doctrine of Lapse

Ill treatment with Bahadur Shah Zafar

Annexation of Oudh:

Police and Judiciary:

Christian Missionaries:

Education:

Discrimination with Sepoys:
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Santhal rebellion 1855 56

The cause of Nana Sahib 1854 55

Azimullah Khan The envoy to England

Tantya Tope – The rescuer of Laxmibai

January 1857: Introduction of Pattern 1853 Enfield Musket



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

18

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

“Whenever the grease around the bullet appears to be melted away, or otherwise removed from the cartridge, the sides of
the bullet should be wetted in the mouth before putting it into the barrel; the saliva will serve the purpose of grease for the
time being"

Use of Chapattis

March 1857: Refusal to accept greased cartridge

29 March 1857 Mutiny at Barrackpur Mangal Pandey

Mutiny at Meerut 10 May 1857

the command at Delhi was taken by Bakht Khan

The Mutiny Spreads May 1857

telegraphed



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

19

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

The siege of Cawnpore

Mutiny at Lucknow : Begum Hazrat Mahal

Mutiny at Gwalior : Tantya Tope

Mutiny at Jhansi – Rani Laxmi Bai
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Mutiny in Arrah Kunwar Singh

Recapturing

Role of Princely states

Leaders of Revolt:

Those who helped British
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Who said what about this mutiny?

Charles Raikes:

Sir J.W. Kaye :

T R Holmes:

V D Savarkar :

Karl Marx:

Rees:

R C Mazumadar:

Hutchinson:

J L Nehru:

S N Sen:

Queen Victoria’s Proclamation November 1, 1858

at Allahabad Lord Canning

We hereby announce to the Native Princes of India that all treaties, engagements made with them by or under the authority of the
Honorable East India Company are by us accepted, and will be scrupulously maintained, and We look for a like observance on their part.
We desire no extensions of Our present territorial possessions ; and while We will permit no aggression upon Our dominions or Our
Rights to be attempted with impunity, We shall sanction no encroachment on those of others, We shall respect the rights, dignity, and
honor of Native Princes as Our own ; and we desire that they—as well as our own subjects—should enjoy prosperity, and that social
advancement, which can only be secured by internal peace and good government. We hold ourselves bound to the Natives of Our Indian
territories by the same obligations of duty, which bind us to all Our other subjects, and those obligations by the Blessing of God, we shall
faithfully and conscientiously fulfill…..

……And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects, of whatever race or creed, be freely and impartially admitted to
offices in our service, the duties of which they may be qualified, by their education, ability, and integrity, duly to discharge….

Fact Box: Queen Victoria's Procalamation
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The Government of India act 1858

Palmerstone had introduced a Bill in 1858

“An Act for the Better
Government of India”

directly through a Secretary of State for India

Last Instructions to servents of East India Company

" let her Majesty appreciate the gift let her the vast country and teeming millions of India under her direct control, but let her not
forget the great corporation from which she has received them, nor the lessons to be learnt from its success"

The First Secretary of State of India

Centralization of Administration

Governor in council
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First Viceroy of India Lord Canning 1858 1862

Mir Zafar Gaddar i abrar

Indian Civil Services Act 1861

principal posts

Principal

Indian Councils Act 1861
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Indian High Courts Act 1861

Composition of the High Court’s:
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distinction of being the first High Court

High Court of Judicature at Allahabad from 11March 1919

Financial Condition of India in 1858

JamesWilson

founder of the much popular "The Economist"

founder of modern Standard Chartered Bank

to establish the tax structure a new paper currency

3. A 5% Income tax was imposed on all incomes more than 200 Rupees

Paper currency commission was set at Calcutta Department of

Issue of the Bank of England
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Samuel Laing

Bengal Tenancy Act 1885.

Indian Penal Code 1862

The age old penal code and its many articles have become obsolete and needs to be revised. The
Malimath Committee of 2003 is related to the issue of reforms in the IPC.

Lord Elgin & Lord John Lawrence 

Lord Elgin 1861 1863

Sir John Lawrence
first as well as second Anglo SikhWar

Lord John Lawrence 1864 1869

Punjab Board of Administration
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cautious policy

BhutanWar 1864 65

Bhutan war
Treaty of Sinchula

Orissa Famine 1866

Famine Commission under Henery Kempbell

Policy Towards Afghanistan: The Policy of masterly inactivity

that we will leave
the Afghans to settle their own quarrels, and that we are willing to be on terms of amity and goodwill with the
nation and with their rulers de facto,'

Other events during Lord Lawrence’s time
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Lord Mayo 1869-72 

Mayo College

India’s First Census

, Lord Mayo

1871, India's first census of taken by his orders
organized the Statistical Survey of India

Ain i Akbari

other important works

Indian Evidence Act 1872

Indian Evidence Act in 1872.

James Fitzjames Stephen



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

29

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

Assassination of Lord Mayo

The Tribal Uprisings 

North & North East India

Ethnic movements, Agrarian movements and Political Movements.

Sanyasi Rebellion

Name of Uprising:
Area:
Leader :
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Anandamath, written by India's first modern novelist Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, from which the song Vande
Mataram was taken and declared to be India's National Song, is the best reminder of the Sanyasi Rebellion.

Chuar rebellion 1799

Name of Uprising:
Area:
Important Leader :

Birsa Movement

Name of Uprising:
Area:
Important Leader :

Birsa Munda

Birsait

Santhal rebellion 1855 56

"Aranyer Adhikar" which means "Right to the Forest" was a novel of Mahashweta Devi Published in 1977. This novel
was based upon the Munda Rebellion and Mahashweta Devi got "Sahitya Akademi Award" for Bengali in 1979 for
this work.
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Ahom’s Revolt 1828

Khonds Uprising 1846, 1855

Chakra Bisoi

Khasi Uprising 1833

Pagal Panthi Revolt 1825 1850

Paiks Rebellion 1803 1806

Singhpos Revolt 1830

Kachnagas Revolt 1882

Faraizis Revolt 1838 1857

Haji Shariatullah in Bengal



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

32

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

Indigo Revolt 1856 57

dadon

Nil Darpan

Bhil Uprising 1817 19

Koli Uprising 1829, 1839

Kutch Rebellion 1819

Other Revolts of West India

Waghera Revolt :
Ramosi Revolt :
Satara Revolt :

Bundela Revolt:

Gadkari Revolt:
Naikada Revolt: Naikada Revolt took place under Roop Singh and Joria Bhagat.

Revolt under Vasudev Balwant Phadke
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Ramoshi,
organized political dacoits

Uprisings in Karnataka

Rebel by Velu Thampi Dalawa 1806

Rampa Rebellion1879

Lord Northbrook 1872-1876 

Deposition of Gaekwad of Baroda 1875
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Kuka Movement 1872

Sian Sahib

Prince of Wales Visit to India 1876

Orissa Famine of 1872

Lord Lytton’s times

Indian Meteorological Department 1875
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Lord Lytton 1876-1880 

OwenMeredith

Royal Titles Act 1876

Delhi Darbar 1877

Kaisar i Hind

Delhi
Darbar, famine

Great Famine of 1876

Vernacular Press Act 1878

Lord Lytton passed the Vernacular Press Act in 1878
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Second Anglo AfghanWar 1878 80

Lord Disraeli became PM
Lord Lytton

Treaty of Peshawar

Treaty of Gandamak

Attempt to Murder and Resignation of Lord Lytton

Lord Ripon
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Lord Ripon 1880-84 

was repealed
Resolution in 1882

Hunter Commission

First factory Act
Ilbert Bill

The Afghan Affairs

Local Self Government (Resolution of 1882)
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First Factory Act 1881

Hunter Education Commission 1882 83

best known work is "The Imperial Gazetteer of India"

Ilbert Bill 1884
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, as the Criminal Procedure Code
Amendment Act 1884.

Pre Congress Organizations 

British India Society 1839 43

British Indian Advocate
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British Indian Association 1851

Landholders Society British India
Society

Raja Radhakanta Deb

Hindu patriot
Harish Chandra Mukherjee

“Can a revolution in the Indian government be authorized by Parliament without consulting the wishes of vast millions of men for whose
benefit it is proposed to made? The reply must be in the negative. The time has nearly come when all Indian questions must be solved by
Indians"

Charter Act of
1853

Bombay Association (1852) &Madras Native Association (1852)

Bombay Association

Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty

East Indian Association 1867

National Indian Association 1870 (Mary Carpenter)

National Indian
Association
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Indian National Association 1876 (Surendra Nath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose)

Surendranath Banerjee

Lord Dufferin 

Arrival of Lord Dufferin 1884

Birth of Durand Line 1884 1893

Herat
Merv

Oasis

Merv Oasis
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Third Anglo Burmese War and Annexation of Burma

Birth of Congress 1885

et al Appeal from the People of
India
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Pune,

William Wedderburn

Fact Box: First session of Congress

Safety Valve Theory

the educated Indians may become
leaders of the Indian public and organize a rebellion against the government

Safety Valve Theory

Sir James Caird
George Yule,
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"No Indian could have started the Indian National Congress...if an Indian had come forward to start such a
movement embracing all Indians, the officials in India would not have allowed the movement to come into
existence. If the founder of the Congress had not been an Englishman and a distinguished ex official, such was
the distrust of political agitation in those days that the authorities would have at once found some way or the
other to suppress the movement"

Early Years of Congress: the Demands

o

Early Congress and British
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This question has been asked many times in examinations.

The Rising Tide An Old Man's Home

microscopic minority of India

Lord Lansdowne 

Arrival of Lord Lansdowne 1888

Marquis of Lansdowne

Indian Councils Act 1892
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Indian Councils Act 1892

right to ask supplementary questions

Reaction to Indian Councils Act 1892

following note by BG Tilak:

“……political rights will have to be fought for. The moderates think that these can be won by persuasion. We
Think that they can only be obtained by strong Pressure…”
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Lord Elgin 

Arrival of Lord Elgin 1894

Opium Commission 1893

desi

Bubonic Plague of Bombay Presidency 1896 97

Waldemar Haffkine
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“Swaraj ha maza janmasidha adhikar aahe ani to mi milavinach”

“Swaraj ha maza janmasidha adhikar aahe ani to mi milavinach”

Press Regulation was adopted in 1898

Chhappania Akal 1899 1900
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two El Niño Years 1896 & 1899

90 100 Lakh

Since the famine of 1899 1900 was in the Vikrami Samvat 1956, it is known as Chhappania
Akal or Chhappania Kal.

Chhappania Akal

Lord Curzon 

Arrival of Lord Curzon 1899

"If any man is in any doubt as to whether he should subscribe, I would gladly give him a railway Ticket to a famine
district....He might go with a hard heart, but he would come back with a broken one".

"any government which imperiled the financial position of India in the interests of prodigal philanthropy would be open to
serious criticism; but any government which by indiscriminate alms giving weakened the fibre and demoralized the self
reliance of the population, would be guilty of a public crime"
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Inauguration of North West Frontier Provinces 1901

Northwest Frontier Province

Irrigation Commission 1901

Irrigation Commission

Punjab Land Alienation Act 1900

Punjab Land Alienation
Act of 1900

Zamindar's
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Cooperative Credit Societies Act, 1904

Land Improvements Loans Act of 1883

Fredrick Nicholson

Anyonya Sahakari Mandali’

urban cooperative credit society

Maclagan Committee
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Partition of Bengal 1905

October 16, 1905

The partition was opposed by Henry John Stedman Cotton, Chief Commissioner of Assam 1896
1902.

"I would dig the grave of the Indian National Congress before leaving office......One of my greatest ambitions in India is to
assist it (Congress) to a peaceful demise..."
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Non Bengali speaking areas

political intrigue
Vang Bhang

Vande Mataram

it should be observed as a day of unity

Bande Mataram Amar Sonar Bangla Amey Tomay Bhalobashi

Swadeshi and Boycott
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Rise of Extremists

Chapekar brothers

Russophobia of British

Atma shakti

a frog that croaked
once a year.

create mass unrest by writing articles in his Kesari in Marathi and
Mahratta in English.

Libin Francis
Highlight
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Lord Minto 

Resignation of Curzon and Arrival of Lord Minto 1905

Lord Minto
John Morley

Vandemataram

Bande mataram
lathicharge

Calcutta session 1906 and Resolution of Swaraj

Before this session, the extremists would have
taken over congress had they elected a leader among them

the Grand Oldman of India

self government means that obtaining
the self governing British Colonies
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Surat session and Split in Congress 1907

Suppression of Extremists

Indian Councils Act 1909 (Morley Minto reforms) & Communal Representation

Libin Francis
Highlight

Libin Francis
Highlight

Libin Francis
Highlight
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, one more category Muslims was added
Communal

representation

Some other features:

1.

2.

3.

1907 Surat session

Libin Francis
Highlight
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Curzonshahi

MacDonnell Commission 1901

Chhappania Kal

MacDonnell Commission

setting up a Famine Commissioner in the famine affected
provinces.

Lord Lytton Strachey Commission of 1880
Strachey Commission

MacDonnell Commission

Police Intelligence Reforms, Introduction of CID 1902 03

Police Commission Sir Andrew Frazer

Criminal Investigation Departments (CIDs)

Thugee and Dakaiti Department
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Educational Reforms – Raleigh Commission

Indian Universities and the colleges were slowly becoming cradle of Propaganda against the
Government. Raleigh
Commission

Syed Hussain Belgrami
Guru Das Banerjee

Raleigh Bill
Raleigh Bill Indian Universities Act 1904

Indian Universities Act 1904

size of the Senates was reduced minimum
50 andmaximum 100

Hunter Commission vs. Raleigh Commission

Ancient Monuments Preservation Act 1904



: About this document:
This document is a part of GKToday’s Reader Supported E mail Assistance Programme for Public Service Examinations of 2011 12. Comments and Queries can be send
to gktoday.in@gmail.com © 2011 Suresh Soni Unauthorized Reproduction / Redistribution / Resale is strictly prohibited. Kindly visit www.gktoday.in/disclaimer for full

disclaimer

60

Target 2012 
www.gktoday.in  

FFuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  HHiissttoorryy  
MMoodduullee 88:: MMooddeerrnn IInnddiiaann HHiissttoorryy && FFrreeeeddoomm SSttrruuggggllee --BB  

Imperial Cadet Corps 1904

Impact of the Swadeshi Movement

India House

atma shakti

India House.

Shyamji Krishna Verma
The Indian Sociologist

An Organ of Freedom, and Political, Social, and Religious Reform.

Sacrifice of Madan Lal Dhingra 1909

Anushilan Samiti 1902 1908
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Alipore Bomb Case 1908

Alipore Conspiracy Trial 1908 1909

Sri Arubindo.

Nasik Conspiracy Case 1909

Lord Hardinge 

Arrival of Lord Hardinge 1910

Delhi Durbar of 1911
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King George V

Jharokha

Delhi conspiracy case 1912

Anushilan Samiti Yungantar

Kala Pani

Ras Bihari Bose

Ras Bihari Bose

Ras Bihari Bose

Other Early Militant Revolutionaries

Ras Bihari Bose

Sakharama Ganesh Deshkar provided a Link between the revolutionaries of Bengal and
Bombay Presidency.
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B.H.U. Act 1915

Karmabhoomi

Sir Harcourt Butler

Islington Commission 1912: Development of Civil Services

Background:

Royal Commission on Public Services in India Lord Islington
Islington Commission

Macaulay Committee 1854

First Competitive Examination
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Indian Civil Services Act 1861

Aitchiston Commission 1886

1.
Imperial, Provincial and subordinate.

statutory civil services were abolished in 1892.

Islington Commission 1915

Foundation of Ghadar Party 1913

president of Ghadar Party was Sohan Singh Bhakna

Vande Mataram
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Komagata Maru tragedy

The Komagata Maru Tragedy 1914

Gurdit Singh

Komagata
Maru

Continuous Passage Act

Rise of Separatist Trends and Origin of Muslim League

Syed Ahmed Khan
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All India Muslim League

Aga Khan III

Early Career Mohammad Ali Jinnah 1875 1913
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Caucus Case.

Begin of WorldWar I June 1914

Archduke Franz Ferdinand
Yugoslav nationalist

The war was none of our seeking, but it has been thrust upon us as a wicked and wanton manner.......

Compendium 1: activits, Extremists & Freedom Fighters 

Dadabhai Naoroji
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Fact Box: The Drain of Wealth Theory of Dadabhai Naoroji

Drain via Home Charges:

Womesh Chandra Banerjee

t
first Indian to contest elections to the British House of

Commons.

Badruddin Tyabji

George Yule

Sir WilliamWedderburn
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Sir Pherozshah Mehta

Bombay Chronicle,

Panambakkam Anandacharlu

Triplicane Literary Society Madras Mahajana Sabha in 1884

Surendranath Banerjee

Rashtraguru

Anand Mohan Bose
The Bengalee

A Nation in Making

Romesh Chunder Dutt
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Gopal Krishna Gokhle

founder of Servants of India Society
Mahadev Govind Ranade

The Hitavada

Mahadev Govind Ranade

Poona Sarvajanik Sabha in 1870

Fact Box: Mahadev Govind Ranade &Welfare State

Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Father of Indian Unrest

the Age of Consent Bill

Fact Box: Tilak's View regarding Social Reforms
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Madan Mohan Malaviya

Ashutosh Mukherjee

Margaret E. Cousins

Begum of Bhopal
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Abu Begum

Shanti Ghosh and Suniti Chaudhary

Mary Carpenter

Pandit Sohan Lal Pathak

Jatindranath Mookherjee

AlfredWebb

Rahimtulla M. Sayani

C. Sankaran Nair

two famous Minutes of Dissent in the Despatches on Indian Constitutional
Reforms
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Dinshaw Edulji Wacha

Lalmohan Ghosh

Sir Henry Cotton

Gopal Ganesh Agarkar

Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan (1817 1898):

NOT prepared at that time to let Muslims go
for technical education or permit higher education for women.
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United Indian Patriotic Association

Amir chand (1869 1915)

Charles Ferrer Andrews (Dinabandhu Andrews) (1871 1940)

Kumaran Asan(1873 1924)

Asur Singh (1872 1916)

Bhai Balmukand (1891 1916)


