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Abstract: Kerala economy has witnessed several structural transformations during the period of 1980-81 to 2010-11.There
is an improvement in both in the state of Kerala in terms of PCI and employment. But this growth is not equivalent to all
social groups and those who lags behind is the subaltern groups. This initiated the government to introduce a number of
‘employment schemes for their uplifiment and poverty reduction. The employment scheme which focused more on the tribes
is MGNREGA. So the present study focuses on how far the programme has benefitted the tribal population in providing
‘employment and thereby uplifting their condition.
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INTRODUCTION
Tribes are considered as the most indigenous people consisting of about 300 million living over 70 countries. Among the
countries, India is having the largest tribal population in the world with 461 tribal groups constituting about 8.61 per cent of
the total population. About 80 per cent live in central belt and a few of them live in the souther states of Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Kamataka.

As per 2011 census, there are 37 tribal communities in Kerala concentrated over the districts of Wayanad, Idukki and
Palakkad. These Scheduled Tribe houscholds have a better standard of living than their counterparts in the rest of the country
in general. However, Tamil Nadu has shown an even better standard of living for Scheduled Tribe (ST) households (HH)
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