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Visibility of Double Standards: Conflict between the ‘Social’ and the ‘Personal’ Perspectives

in Nellie Wong’s “When I was Growing Up”

Abstract: When it comes to decision making regarding matters of prime concern, we often

experience a kind of crucial divide and dichotomy between the social and the personal

perspectives. This visibility of double standards, the social versus the personal, finds
expression in the works of many literary luminaries. Nellie Wong’s “When 1 was Growing
Up” is a poem that foregrounds the conflict between the societal and personal norms of
identity and beauty. The poem is a kind of protest and resistance against the societal tendency
to marginalize certain cultures and races thereby establishing the supremacy of the dominant.
This destructive tendency of a certain group of individuals is destabilized by the poet as she

affirms her true identity. The poem explicitly expresses the poet’s disagreement to conform to

the communal parameters of identity and beauty myth.
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